CHAPTER VIII
SIR GOOROODASS AS AN EDUCATIONIST

Sir Gooroodass was a man of versatile genius
and his activities were many-sided. He had a
striking personality and he shone brightly in all
the departments of life in which it pleased Provi-
dence to place him. But nowhere did he shine with
greater splendour or with a fuller display of his rich
natural gifts than in the domain of Education. For
nearly forty years, he exercised considerable influ-
ence on the character, system and policy of the educa-
tion as imparted to his countrymen through the
agency of the Calcutta University and other official
and non-official educational organisations of the
Province.

We have seen that Sir Gooroodass began his
fife as a teacher. He entertained a profound
respect for the profession of teaching, and in his long
connection with the Calcutta University and other
educational institutions in this city, he seldom allow-
ed an opportunity to slip where he could be1 of help
to improve the position and prospects of teacher^:
His ideal of a .teacher was the Gun* of .ancient
India who; te his* awn person, combined the
functions of tbe preceptor, the fatherland guardian
urf> hfe pupil d-uriiig the letter's stay in his house for
study. He knew that all those conditions were not
the circmnstanGes of the present age>